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OPENING CEREMONY OF THE UoM INNOVATION WEEK 2021 

Monday 18 October 2021 at 9.30 am at The CORE Auditorium, Ebene 

 

 Honorable Pravind Kumar Jugnauth, Prime Minister of the Republic of Mauritius 

 

 Honorable Mrs Leela Devi Dookun-Luchoomun, Vice-Prime Minister, Minister of 

Education, Tertiary Education, Science and Technology 

 

 Honorable Alan Ganoo, Minister of Land Transport and Light Rail  

 

 Dr Louis Jean Claude Autrey, Chancellor, University of Mauritius 

 

 Mr Preeaduth Chitamun, Pro-Chancellor, University of Mauritius 

 

 Distinguished Guests 

 

 Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

 

All Protocols observed 

 

Good morning to you all and welcome to the University for the launching of the 2
nd

 edition of 

our Innovation Week. Thank you Hon Prime Minister and Hon Deputy Prime Minister for 

sparing time to be with us this morning. While you have been endeavouring to develop a modern 

Mauritius for the past 7 years - a clin d’oeil to the Metro Linking Rose-Hill to Réduit, one of the 

Innovative & Sustainable projects you have championed and which rejoices us - on our side we 

have been working towards a modern UoM since 2017. 

 

Innovation has been the key focus of the new UoM vision.  To succeed in this endeavour, it was 

important to develop strategic partnerships with the public and private sectors as well as with the 

community and with international partners.  In 2020, we organized the University’s 1
st
 

Innovation Week.  The main theme was precisely on that tripartite relationship with stakeholders 

and on the ecosystem required for innovation to thrive.  One of the main recommendations of 
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that 1
st
 Innovation Week was the urgency to set up a National Innovation System structured into 

3 levels: macro, meso and micro, that is the Policy and Regulatory level, the Institutional and 

Programmatic support level and the Innovation Capacity level. 

 

For this 2
nd

 Edition of the Innovation Week, we have chosen the theme 

“Sustainable Innovation in the making” to lay emphasis on the Innovation Capacity of the UoM 

working closely with stakeholders.  I will highlight here a few examples of how the UoM is 

effectively contributing to sustainable innovation.  The term Sustainable is very important as we 

attach a lot of importance to UN Agenda 2030 and we view the SDGs as a remarkable 

framework for innovation. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

To make of UoM a pole for Information and Digital Technologies, we have partnered with the 

Government to increase our annual student intake 3-fold, from 40 to 120 students in our flagship 

IT programmes.  We have developed new programmes in Applied Software Technologies and 

Business Enterprise Resource Planning jointly with Accenture. We shall also offer a Master in 

Business Engineering, jointly with Ceridian (Mauritius) Ltd.  We have set up an Innovation lab 

with the support of Ceridian to unleash the innovative and creative potential of our students. 

 

To contribute to UN Agenda 2030 and to address the SDGs in an effective manner, we have 

joined hands with the Ministry of Land Transport and Light Rail and the Ministry of 

Environment, Solid Waste Management and Climate Change to set up in 2020 the Road Safety 

Observatory and in 2021 the Research Environment Observatory.  Enhancing road safety and 

reducing road accidents, biodiversity, water and air pollution, ocean resources are key focus of 

these observatories, which are already in operation. 

 

By working closely with RT Knits Ltd, our researchers at the Centre for Biomedical and 

Biomaterials Research have designed and manufactured last year an Anti-viral mask, a first of its 

kind in Mauritius, all through indigenous knowledge.  We are now working with Leal & Co Ltd 

to look into the recycling of batteries.  Energy management will be a vital issue of this century, 

you will all concur. 
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IT, Health, Energy are all sectors where innovation is key.  But we should not neglect 

Agriculture.  The setting-up of the University’s Agri-Tech Park with the support of government 

and Industry is also another vivid example of how partnership can drive innovation.  The Agri-

Tech Park endeavours to promote modern and sustainable Agriculture, Food Security and Agri-

Processing.  We are working with Livestock Feed Ltd and Eclosia Group to set up a model dairy 

farm and with Harel Mallac Technologies to develop digital agriculture.  

 

Beyond public and private sectors, we also value our collaboration with the community. 

Recently, we partnered with the Rotary Club of Flacq to support their ‘La Main de l’Espoir’ 

project through the improvement of a mechanical prosthetic arm, an arm that changes the lives of 

impaired people. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

We believe we are on the right track.  We have still a long way to go and we should not rest on 

our laurels.  The road ahead is not without obstacles as we face significant budget cuts and 

experience difficulties in investing in new innovative projects. But we have at the UoM the 

fighting spirit to achieve our vision and goals and better contribute to our country. We can do 

more and at times it is only question of some additional funds. Our researchers are close to 

producing eco-friendly materials in replacement of plastics but have been lacking some Rs2M to 

purchase a non-woven line machine for 2 years now which would allow them move to the pilot 

stage. That equipment costs approx. Rs10M and they have been able to secure some 8M already. 

Very sadly, all doors seem to be closed for an additional support to purchase such an equipment. 

We would be most thankful if the Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning and Development 

could help.    

 

We have crafted a most interesting programme to showcase innovation not only on the part of 

students and staff of the UoM but also at national level through close collaboration with other 

public and private TEIs, with MRIC, Business Mauritius and with the support and advice of the 

University-Industry Consultative Committee Members. On the last day of the IW, we are 
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collaborating with Team SYNThesis to zoom on the SDGs. The UoM is co-organising a session 

entitled “Merging MIGHT with RIGHT”. Thank you Mr Tan for this close partnership. 

 

We have published the 6
th

 edition of our SDG Newsletter which was first launched in Jan 2019. I 

thank the editorial team, Ms Krishnee Appadoo in particular, and Mr Ujodha at the Design and 

Printing unit for their effort in short lapse of time. My thanks also go to all those who have taken 

time to contribute articles to this edition of the Newsletter. 

 

The organisation of such an event is obviously a collective effort. Let me thank the PVCs, the 

CFS and all the team members who have worked relentlessly to ensure the success of this 2
nd

 

edition of the Innovation Week. I wish to express my deepest thanks to my close collaborators, 

Mrs Ramano and Mrs Appadoo, for handling everything. I wish to also thank our sponsors for 

their unflinching support: Mauritius Telecom and Ceridian Mauritius Ltd. Thank you Mr Singh 

and Mr Mooneegan for responding again this year to our solicitation. We know we can count on 

you. 

Thank you. 

 

Prof Dhanjay Jhurry 

Vice-Chancellor 


