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A very good morning to you all! 

Thank you Hon Prime Minister and Hon. Minister Bodha for sparing time to be 

with us for the opening ceremony of the ‘International Conference of the 

Mauritian Academic Diaspora’. 

I also warmly thank our guests from the Mauritian diaspora coming from the USA, 

Australia, UK, France, South Africa and South Korea. 

The Pro-Chancellor and Chairman of Council deeply regrets not to have been able 

to be with us today. He has requested me to pass on to you all a very warm 

welcome at this Conference. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

The organisation of this Conference is the major event of the University of 

Mauritius to mark the 50th anniversary of the Independence of our country. 

 

We have reached out to our Mauritian-born colleagues at Universities abroad and 

invited them to join us to celebrate together the golden jubilee through knowledge. 

Knowledge at the service of the nation is our coats of arms. Inviting the diaspora is 

a way to recognize our fellow compatriots whose work contributes to the shining 

of Mauritius on the international scene. I am tempted to say that a nation 

progresses when it recognises all its people. 

 

In organising this event, we also hope that our colleagues from the diaspora could 

help us further consolidate our research agenda at the UoM. Indeed, our vision is to 

reposition the University of Mauritius as a research intensive university. We have 

embarked since July last on a research evaluation exercise, a first of its kind in our 

country. We have increased our internal research budget four fold by cutting on 

other costs. This is a big effort Hon Prime Minister. We look forward to doubling 
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our PhD enrolment and developing some 20 niche postgraduate programmes in the 

next 3 years. For research and innovation to thrive, we need more supervisors with 

diverse expertise. We have developed funding schemes that can support 

international collaborations on a matching grant basis. We want our colleagues 

from overseas to be aware of those schemes and to take advantage of them, a way 

also for them to stay connected with the country.  

 

Without affinity and sharing, there can be no strong partnership, in particular at the 

University level. Our academics will also have the opportunity to showcase their 

research through their respective Poles of Research Excellence and discuss with 

our guests from the diaspora on possible avenues of joint collaboration. The Poles 

of Research Excellence (PREs) were identified to drive high level research that can 

have economical, social, environmental and scientific impact. They cover a range 

of areas from agriculture through energy, health/medical/pharmacy, ICT/financial 

mathematics/Bioinformatics to ocean and marine sciences, socio economic and 

tourism. Many of those are being addressed by our friends from the diaspora in 

their talks. Indeed, for this conference, we have mounted a high level programme 

featuring 34 talks in science, engineering and medicine, law and management as 

well as social sciences and humanities. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

Since its creation, the UoM has accompanied the country throughout its phases of 

development in providing the necessary human capital in the various sectors. The 

country now faces the challenge of taking the economy out of the middle income 

trap and developing an innovation-based economy. We advocate at the UoM for a 

triple helix model of development with close interactions with the public and 

private sectors where our role is to provide the necessary intellectual capital. To 
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further support an innovation-based economy, we have transformed our library into 

an e-library not only for our students and staff to have 24h access but also to allow 

the mauritian public to access knowledge and be better equipped to engage in 

innovation. We have also set up under our knowledge transfer office 3 offices – the 

University Industry Liaison Office, the Incubator Office and the IP & Tech 

Transfer Office. Our newly set University-Industry Consultative Committee will 

be meeting soon to pave the way for more intense collaborations. Several linkages 

have been established with industry over the past months in the fields of advanced 

training and research. Through the incubator, we hope to encourage 

entrepreneurship in assisting students reach proof-of-concept stage when they can 

then approach banks for funding. We also hope to assist the public at large in 

developing their creative potential through provision of technical support and 

access to labs and equipment. 

 

The internationalisation of the UoM is a top priority for us. We are making a lot of 

effort in that direction, the partnership with the University of Arizona setting up a 

micro campus at the UoM is a vivid example. But we face a major obstacle, that of 

not having a Hall of Residence on campus. We hope we can get the necessary 

support in the months to come to move forward with the construction of one Hall 

of Residence. The plans are in our drawers! 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

We are investing a lot in our core mission, that of teaching and research. However, 

that would not be complete if it does not cascade down to the population. This year 

we are also championing engagement with the community through two major 

projects. One is cancer – last week we revived the Cancer Alliance whose 

objective is to group stakeholders from the Ministries, private clinics, NGOs, 
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oncologists, researchers to join hands together in the fight against cancer for the 

betterment of patients’ lives. Second, we started last year already and shall be 

engaging more actively with you all in the fight against road accidents and in 

improving transport safety in our country. 

 

To organise ICMAD, we benefitted from the support of the Govt. through the 

National Committee set up for the 50th anniversary and that of a number of private 

companies. We extend to all of them our grateful thanks for the precious financial 

assistance to the University. 

 

Last but not least, I would like to warmly thank University administrative staff and 

academics from all our six faculties for working very hard to make of this event a 

reality and I earnestly hope a success. We want to have this conference as a regular 

feature of the UoM and possibly meet with the diaspora on a biennial basis. 

I wish you all a fruitful and memorable Conference! 

Long live the UoM and Mauritius! 

 

Prof Dhanjay Jhurry 

Vice-Chancellor 

20 Feb 2018 


