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Ladies and Gentlemen 

 
Good Morning 
 
On behalf of the University of Mauritius and the organising committee, I would like to thank you for joining 

us in this first edition of the Next Generation Computing Applications Conference, which has been organised 

by the recently-created Faculty of Information, Communication and Technologies (FoICDT). 

 

In line with the Government’s vision to make Mauritius a knowledge hub, this conference is a timely event to 

bring together international experts across various disciplines. 

 

The Faculty of ICDT, created in March 2017, which was previously known as the department of Computer 

Science and Engineering, has been a key player in producing the human capital to feed the ever-growing 

demand of the IT Industry.  

 

The University, through the creation of FoICDT, is supporting the Ministry’s vision to promote capacity 

building in the ICT sector and the development of ICT-enabled services by producing graduates in a variety of 

ICT-related programmes. 

 

 

 

 

 



NextComp 2017 has been made possible with the support of our infallible research partner, the Mauritius 

Research Council, the main funding agency for research in Mauritius, is the main sponsor of today’s event. 

MRC has been supporting research at the University, through its various grant schemes such as: 

 

 Collaborative Research and Innovation Grant Scheme (CRIGS) 

 Unsolicited Research and Innovation Grant Scheme (URIGS), 

 High Performance Computing Research and Innovation Grant (HPCRIG) 

  amongst others. 
 
I also acknowledge the contribution of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE), a reputed 

international professional association with its membership consisting of scientists and engineers, represented 

by IEEE Mauritius subsection, as a co-sponsor of this conference. 

 

The support and contribution of Accenture, Infomil and ProximaSoft is also duly recognized as sponsors of 

this event. 

 

This conference aims to present research findings on state of the art computing technologies, as well as case 

studies and implementation experiences. It is aimed at addressing new developments in the area of 

Communication and Computer Networks, Security and Forensics, Intelligent Systems, Data Analytics, 

Information Management and Enterprise Systems, Bioinformatics & Healthcare Information Systems and 

Software Engineering. I am confident that aims and objectives of the conference will be duly achieved as I 

note the presence of eminent experts as  keynote speakers in our midst, namely: 

 

 Prof. Ho, Chair Professor in Multimedia Security at the University of Surrey, UK. 

 Prof. Van Belle, Professor of Information Systems at the University of Cape Town, South Africa, and Director 
for the Centre for IT and National Development in Africa. 

 Prof. Hazelhurst, Professor of Bioinformatics at the University of Witwatersrand, South Africa. 

 Prof. Prabhakar, from Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur, India. 
 
Another aim of this conference was to drive Mauritius to the forefront of ICT research and I must say that we 

have successfully achieved this goal by attracting submissions from a number of countries worldwide.  

Participants from 8 countries across the world are presenting their latest research findings during this 

conference together with Mauritian participants.   

 

I would like to thank all our reviewers, who have kindly accepted to review submissions for this first edition 

of NextComp , especially those from overseas namely from Greece, UK, France, Switzerland, South Africa, 

India, Norway, to name a few. 

 

I am confident that the outcomes of this conference will be beneficial for all participants and that, areas for 

further research and collaboration between the University of Mauritius and all stakeholders present here will 

be identified and further developed. 

 



In a concluding note, I would like to thank everyone who has contributed to make the organisation of 

NextComp 2017 possible.  Special thanks goes to the Government of Mauritius for approving the hosting of 

this conference in Mauritius, the IEEE, the MRC, our sponsors, our keynote speakers, members of the 

organising committee and staff of the University for their support and collaboration. 

 
I wish you all fruitful conference. 
 
Thank you for your kind attention. 
 
 
 
 
 
Associate Professor (Dr) M I Santally 
Pro Vice-Chancellor (Planning and Resources) 


