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Good morning and thank you for inviting Ministry to be 

present at this Opening Ceremony of the 1st International 

Conference on Next Generation Computing Applications 

2017, also known as the NextComp 2017. 

 

At the very outset, I wish to present the apologies of the 

Hon Minister of Education who is unfortunately taken up 

with Parliamentary Commitments this morning, and cannot 

make it to this important event. She has asked me to 

represent the Ministry in my capacity as Director for ICT in 

Education, and has extended her warm congratulations 

and also the best wishes for the success of this event. 

 

From an Education perspective we indeed believe this is a 

very important event as a strong contributor to driving 



Research in ICT. We need to accompany the new 

economic trajectory of Mauritius into the Computing needs 

of the 21st Century. This can only be achieved by enabling 

our local institutions to gear up and be prepared to adapt 

to the realities of emerging computing tools, and achieving 

this requires a close nexus of Research in ICT with 

Industry. We are the Ministry not only of Tertiary 

Education, but also that of Scientific Research and it is 

only through events of this kind that will enable the 

networking at National and International level to happen, 

and also define new pathways for what you are doing in 

Computing at the University to find their way through 

towards Industry. 

 

Throughout the holding of this event, and future 

Conferences of this kind, we are welcoming new ICT 

partnerships and we look forward to making sure that both 

local communities and businesses benefits from the 

discussions. We are at a time where the Ministry is 

embarked in reforms for which ICT play an important part 



through connecting schools and digitizing the education 

system, and this has to be accompanied by high level 

Research that will enable our efforts to continue at Higher 

Education level and achieve ICT for Development that we 

see is one of the Track themes of this Forum. 

 

Let me therefore conclude by congratulating all members 

of the organizing teams for making this event possible, 

and also taking this opportunity on behalf of the Hon 

Minister and the Senior Chief Executive to again thank the 

University for inviting us to be present today and reassure 

you of the continued support of Ministry for such events. 

 

Thank you for your kind attention, and wishing you 

excellent discussions. 


