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The Ag. Vice-Chancellor of the University of Mauritius, Prof Subratty 

Mr François Chaumiere, Senior Adviser, Prime Minister’s Office 

Assoc Prof Bhowon, Dean, Faculty of Social Studies and Humanities 

Professor Zimba, Eduardo Mondlane University  

Mrs Annelise Levasseur-Elizabeth, Author 

Members of Cultural Institutions  

Members of the CRSI 

Distinguished Guests 

Staff and Students of the University 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

Good afternoon 

Thank you for taking time to be with us this afternoon. 

 

In context of the 182nd Anniversary of the Abolition of Slavery, it is my pleasure 

once again to be invited to launch not one this time but one publication and one 

documentary: The fruit of original research projects.  
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Last year I launched a CRSI publication on Maroonage in the Seychelles and today 

as a neo-marron myself (as I live on Le Morne) we have another publication on an 

original research on a unique phenomenon and little known, maritime maroonage.  

 

To us, today, it may seem incredible to imagine, that slaves would brave currents 

and winds in makeshift rafts, sailing boats and pirogues to attempt to escape 

slavery in Mauritius and try to reach Madagascar, Reunion Mozambique and even 

India. As the author Annelise Levasseur reminds us, this was only possible because 

of their very strong desire for freedom and because of the solidarity that existed 

among the slaves, derived from all ethnic groups.  

 

We will regrettably probably never know how many reached their destination, I 

say probably, because maybe in the archives in those countries and in the oral 

tradition there may be some evidence of their arrival.  

 

To date, we have only information from Mauritius, on those who very 

unfortunately, once having reached their destination in Madagascar, Reunion and 

India were subsequently caught by the authorities and returned to Mauritius.  

 

These incredible stories as recounted by Mrs Annelise Levasseur are in my mind 

worthy of being converted into a film. These are stories not only of bravery, 

courage and solidarity, but also of repression and barbarous treatments that 

followed their prosecution, trial and punishments. 

 

The second item on our agenda this afternoon is a documentary, produced from the 

country of origin of most Mauritian slaves and tracing for us the route taken by 

slaves in their journey from the interior of Malawi, Tanzania to Mozambique and 



Page 3 of 4 
 

Zanzibar Island to Mauritius. This inland migration and tragic, transoceanic 

voyage is another part of our history, worthy of a major film.  

 

Another incredible journey, therefore, which we all look forward to take 

cognizance of 

 

I am happy to learn that this film is actually in progress and that Professor Zimba 

whom we welcome to the University of Mauritius wishes to collect views of 

Mauritians on her documentary and these views will be subsequently incorporated 

in a future version into a film. 

 

It is indeed befitting that the University involves itself in portraying and producing 

serious academic work in a popular form that will be accessible to the general 

public. 

 

The University has also since last year embarked on a new programme BA (Hons) 

Music Course and this will add and complement existing cultural initiatives taken 

by the University to expand the cultural horizons of our staff and students and the 

public in general. In the curriculum of the BA (Hons) Music Course there is a 

module on the Sega which is also closely tied to slavery. 

 

It is important that the University as the only free public university of the island 

continues to maintain its community engagement and sense of public service. This 

is indeed what demarcates the University from all other tertiary institutions. We are 

still the only university teaching history, heritage and culture. And this fact 

deserves to be promoted and publicized.  
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Although we do acknowledge that jobs in the field of history, culture and heritage 

are hard to come by, our students are now contributing their cultural knowledge in 

many sectors and are sought for because of the particular understanding they have 

achieved during the course of their studies on the history and cultures of Mauritius. 

They are sought for in employment where there is a need for their research skills, 

for face to face communication with people from all walks of life, in social work 

because of the empathy they have learnt to develop during their years here. I 

encourage them to pursue their studies and to keep up their interest in history of 

Mauritius. 

 

It is my pleasure therefore to invite Annelise Levasseur and Professor Zimba to 

come forward to present their work to the audience.  

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

Thank you for your attention! 

 

Dr Louis Jean Claude AUTREY, CSK 

CHANCELLOR 


