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UNIVERSITY of MAURITIUS 
Vice Chancellor’s Speech 

 

AWARD CEREMONY 

CERTIFICATE IN PEACE AND INTERFAITH STUDIES 

Tuesday, 22 November 2016 

@11 am  

RBLT, UNIVERSITY OF MAURITIUS  

 

Protocol: 

 His Excellency, Mr Paramasivum Pillay Vyapoory, Acting 

President of the Republic of Mauritius  

 Father Philippe Goupille, President of the Council of Religions 

 Professor Romeela Mohee, Vice-hancellor of the University of 

Mauritius  

 Professor (Dr) Anwar Subratty, Pro- Vice-Chancellor, 

Academia 

 Mrs Vina Balgobin, Acting, Dean, Faculty of Social Studies and 

Humanities 

 Members of the Council of Religion 

 Dr. Jimmy Harmon 

 Distinguished guests 

 Fellow Students 

 All protocols observed.  
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Ladies and Gentlemen 

Good morning 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you all, this morning, to the 
Award Ceremony of the Certificate in Peace and Interfaith Studies. 
 

 
I extend a special warm welcome to His Excellency, the Acting 
President of the Republic of Mauritius and to Father Philippe 
Goupille, President of the Council of Religions for their presence in 
our midst today. 
 

I would like to start by congratulating each and every student being 

awarded the Certificate in Peace and Interfaith Studies from the 

University of Mauritius, today.  I know that it must have been 

challenging for you to handle the two-year programme on a part-time 

basis. However with hard work and motivation that you have shown, 

you have made it. Today we are pleased to honor and congratulate you! 

 

Through the programme you have been able to acquire new skills in 

communication, religious literacy, conflict resolution and interfaith 

dialogue that will allow you to be social and peace activists in the 

Mauritian society as well as better citizens. After completing the 

Certificate programme several students have acknowledged that they 

have been able to cast aside their prejudices and fears to better 

appreciate religious difference and pluralism. They shared the view that 

the Certificate programme has allowed them to develop mutual 

understanding and respect and to strive for the common good.  
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The 2014/2016 cohort constitutes the second batch of students having 

completed the programme. The first batch was awarded in 2013.  A 

third batch of students is currently enrolled on the programme for this 

new academic year. The programme is run with the collaboration and 

support of the Council of Religions and I would like, here, to take the 

opportunity to reiterate our thanks and appreciation to Father Philippe 

Goupille, President of the Council of Religions and to Members of the 

Council.  

 
 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Peace is often conceived as the absence of war. However as highlighted 

by the Nobel Peace Prize Winner, Jane Addams, I quote, “True peace is 

not merely the absence of war, it is the presence of justice”.  I unquote 

 

The Constitution of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) asserts that peace should be built in the 

minds of men and women. It is in view of building a culture of peace in 

Mauritius that the Certificate in Peace and Interfaith studies was 

launched at the University of Mauritius in 2010.  

 

The programme is even more relevant in a world where religious 

intolerance and racism are on the rise. The programme aims to bring 

down the walls of ignorance and intolerance in order to build the 

bridges of religious understanding and mutual respect. Learning to live 
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together is a pillar of this programme. 

 

 

I understand that students who are being awarded today have been able 

to visit religious sites, to meet with leaders of different faiths, to share 

food and ideas and interact with them. I am sure that these wonderful 

souvenirs will be cherished by all of you as part of your learning 

experience in the Certificate in Peace and Interfaith Studies programme.  

 

Before concluding, I would like to convey to you that we are planning to 

upgrade the Certificate programme to a Diploma level. Given that we 

will have a critical mass of students having completed the Certificate 

programme, we expect that students will be eager to further their 

interest in the fields of peace and interfaith studies. The Diploma 

programme is being designed and we hope to launch it soon. 

 

We have lived this weekend a great moment not only for the Catholic 

Church but for the country at large as there has been a great moment of 

emotion and unity with the elevation of His Eminence Maurice Piat as 

Cardinal by His Holiness, Pope François on Saturday. Among the various 

speeches and interviews that His Eminence Maurice Piat has given there 

is one sentence which has struck me, I quote ‘La vocation de l’Eglise est 

d’être au service de l’Ile Maurice.’ Unquote. This is not restricted to the 

Catholic Church, I believe but to all religions present this morning and 

on our Island.  

 

Il est utile de rappeler que l’universite  est en perpe tuel de veloppement 

pour e tre a  l’e coute de la socie te  et des besoins du pays et ce depuis sa 

cre ation en 1965. Nous attachons une importance particulie re a  la 

culture et l’anne e prochaine nos premiers e tudiants vont de crocher une 

licence en e tudes Cre oles. Nous avons cette anne e de bute  un cours pour 
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l’obtention d’un BA Hons en Musique s’e tendant sur trois anne es et de 

niveau international.   

 

Nous vivons dans un monde ou  la guerre, la violence sont souvent lie s a  

une mauvaise connaissance de la religion des autres. Le monde regarde 

l’ile Maurice comme un mode le de la coexistence inter culturelle et 

religieuse. Devons-nous prendre cela pour acquis ou devons-nous e tre 

les leaders dans la recherche universitaire dans ce domaine brulant ? 

Voila  une interrogation pour nos acade miciens.  

 

Nous avons commence  un parcours par le certificat dans cette 

recherche. Les e tudiants se demandent s’ils auront un emploi dans ce 

domaine. Oui, le jour ou  l’on aura besoin d’enseignants bien forme s pour 

toutes les e coles primaires et secondaires de l’ile. On enseigne de ja  les 

langues et les religions a  l’e cole mais chacun reste enferme  dans son 

silo. Il n’y a pas de vrai dialogue et c’est un des de fis que nous avons a  

relever. 

 

In conclusion, I would like to reiterate my congratulations to the 

awardees and I wish you all the best and to thank the Council of 

Religions for its collaboration for the successful running of the 

programme. 

 

Your Excellency, Father Goupille, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

I thank you all for your attention.   

 

 

Jean Claude Autrey 
Chancellor 
 


