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Workshop – Coral Diseases and Monitoring, 23-25 May 2016 

University of Mauritius 

 

1.  The Honourable Minister of Ocean Economy, Marine Resources, 

Fisheries, Shipping and Outer Islands 

2.    Chef de Delegation, European Union 

3.    Chargée de Mission, Indian Ocean Commission 

4.    Ag. Vice Chancellor, University of Mauritius 

5.    Distinguished Guests and Participants 

6.....Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

I wish you all a very good morning. It is my pleasure to welcome you to the 

Workshop on “Coral Diseases and Monitoring” which is being held from 

23rd to 25th May 2016 at the University of Mauritius. 

 

This workshop is being conducted under the Integrated Coastal Zone 

Management (ICZM) Sub-Committee on Coral Reefs which is a 

component of the ICZM Main Committee chaired by the Ministry of 

Environment, Sustainable Development and Disaster Management. 

 

The ICZM Sub-Committee on Coral Reefs is chaired by the Ministry of 

Ocean Economy, Marine Resources, Fisheries, Shipping and Outer Islands. 

 

The ICZM Sub-Committee on Coral Reefs includes representatives from 

concerned authorities, namely Ministry of Ocean Economy, Marine 

Resources, Fisheries, Shipping and Outer Islands; Ministry of 

Environment, Sustainable Development and Disaster Management; 

Ministry of Tourism; Ministry of Foreign Affairs; the National Coast 

Guard; the University of Mauritius; the Tourism Sector; the Wastewater 

Management Authority; the Indian Ocean Commission; and the NGO’s 

Reef Conservation, Mauritius Marine Conservation Society (MMCS), and 

Eco-Sud. The members also participate in the Coral Reef Network. 
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The main objective of the ICZM Sub-Committee on Coral Reefs is to foster 

conservation and preservation of marine biodiversity.  The ICZM sub-

committee is also responsible for coordinating activities which may 

enhance the adaptive capacity of the vulnerable coral reef ecosystem and 

associated marine organisms. Presently, the ICZM sub-committee has 

embarked on the standardisation of the monitoring methods used on coral 

reefs. 

 

In December 2015, during a field work/training at Belle Mare it was 

observed that several coral colonies were affected possibly by either 

pathogenic or non-pathogenic infestations (diseases).  These infestations 

extended over a wide area. 

 

Consequently, the ICZM Sub-Committee on Coral Reefs recognised the 

need to further explore these infestations. It, thus, recommended holding a 

technical workshop specifically on “Coral Diseases and Monitoring” with 

the view of training concerned stakeholders and potentially setting up a 

coral disease monitoring plan.  

 

The Indian Ocean Commission and the European Union were approached 

and they kindly agreed to fund this workshop under the Biodiversity 

Project. 

 

This 3-day training workshop will be facilitated by resource persons from 

the Department of Marine & Ocean Science, Fisheries & Mariculture, 

Faculty of Ocean Studies, University of Mauritius and will entail technical 

aspects of coral diseases and a one-day fieldwork.  

 

I hope that this workshop would give us an insight of the infestations that 

may be affecting our corals and subsequently, pave the way for strategies 

that would help coral reefs conservation and management. 

 

I Thank You All for your presence and the participants for attending this 

workshop.  We are also thankful to the Indian Ocean Commission and the 

European Union for funding the Workshop and to the University of 

Mauritius for organising the Workshop. 


