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Good morning. 

I am pleased to address you as the Chancellor of the University of Mauritius at the  opening 
session of the science show and the award ceremony of the video contest of the International 
Year of Light IYL 2015. It is my privilege and pleasure to welcome the Honourable Minister of 
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Education and Human Resources, Tertiary Education and Scientific Research, all guests and 
especially, the science educators to our Campus. 

As you may be aware the University of Mauritius is celebrating its 50 years of existence. We 
have grown over the years in experience, capacity, students and programmes. With some 300 
academic and 800 non-academic staffs, we offer more than 200 postgraduate and undergraduate 
degree programmes in diverse fields. We currently have over 12 000 students enrolled in our 
courses with more than 100 MPhil/PhD students, with some 600 from overseas. I am sure that 
we have many alumni among the audience today.  

At the University of Mauritius, we encourage and welcome the initiative of organising scientific 
events such as science shows and this is in line with our vision and mission, that is, 

1) To be one of the leading international tertiary education providers and a research-led 
university. 

2) To provide quality education to students and promote knowledge creation and 
dissemination through research and innovative teaching while responding to the 
developmental needs of the country and the global community. 

Our vision and mission are parts of the UoM Strategic Plan 2015-2020 which was unveiled last 
year. The latter has been developed in harmony with the Agenda of the Government of Mauritius 
and the Ministry of Education and Human Resources, Tertiary Education and Scientific Research 
towards making of Mauritius an Education Hub and Knowledge Hub. 

To achieve our vision and mission, the University of Mauritius is committed to providing all its 
students with teaching and supervision of the highest quality, and to ensuring excellence in 
student learning experiences and outcomes. At the University of Mauritius, we are implementing 
new measures to fit in our Strategic Plan. One of them is the setting up of the knowledge transfer 
office where stakeholders will be informed of the science, technology and know-how developed 
at the University.  

Our objectives include the adoption of innovative teaching practices and the creation of an 
environment that promotes active learning, with the ultimate goal of preparing students to be 
leaders and thinkers of the future. The University will strive to bring quality enhancement in 
teaching with a move towards outcome-based and/or student centred teaching. The University 
looks forward to strengthening its links with other stakeholders so as to provide a capable and 
well trained workforce to meet global challenges and to support our country’s quest for lifelong 
learning opportunities. In this context, it is a great pleasure to welcome Dr Andrew Szydlo at the 
University of Mauritius who will share his expertise with us. He will be in our midst for the 
whole week and we are really grateful to him for taking time to be with us.  

Ladies and Gentlemen 

The science show today is aimed at you as educators and then for the coming days, students will 
have the opportunity to be part of the live show. Recently, we had a Workshop on Active 
Learning on Optics and Photonics and I understand that there is a follow-up from the 
participants with the secondary school students. I hope that educators who are here today will 
benefit from the hands-on demonstrations.  

At the University of Mauritius, we have the Faculty of Science where different programmes 
which are offered at teaching and research levels. We also have inter-disciplinary studies 
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involving the Faculty of Engineering and the Faculty of Ocean Studies. With the rapid growth in 
information and technology, the barriers between the various disciplines are rapidly shrinking. 
Inter-disciplinary studies will be essential for innovation. We ensure that students in our science 
programmes are equipped with the required levels of experimental trainings. In fact, our strong 
experimental approach has been one of the pillars for the Department of Chemistry of the 
Faculty of Science to be accredited to the Royal Society of Chemistry, UK. You as educators 
may be interested to upgrade your qualifications for an eventual post-graduate course and 
therefore, you are invited to accede the website of the University and discuss with our academic 
staff. We are also embarking on distance-learning programmes in the near future. 

I had the chance to have a close look at the programme of the science show and discuss with Dr 
Andrew Szydlo about the concept of the science show. I understand that this has been very 
effective in the UK. Science shows may have lifelong impact on individuals. Who knows? It is 
possible that the demonstrations from the science shows awake the curiosity of the young minds 
and pave the way for the next Einstein and Nobel Laureate. I am sure that all participants will 
leave from this science show with brilliant ideas and inspirations. I trust that each one of us will 
impart the knowledge and insights and more importantly the enthusiasm of science to their 
fellow students not here this morning. 

I would also like to recall that last year we had several activities in the context of the 
International Year of Light. At the University, there was a call for a video contest. I would like to 
thank all those who have participated in the contest. We look forward to watching the videos and 
we are eager to know the winners of the contest. 

Honourable Minister, Ladies and Gentlemen, I would like to conclude by thanking you all for 
your presence today. Special thanks are extended to the sponsors of this event, especially 
UNESCO and the Mauritius Commercial Bank Ltd for the video contest.  

We wish you an enjoyable and memorable science show 

 

Jean Claude Autrey 
Chancellor 
15 February 2016 


