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I must begin by expressing my sincere 

appreciation on being invited to be part of this 

ceremony. Thank you very much Chancellor, Dr Louis 

Jean Claude Autrey and all distinguished members of 

the University.  

Today is an important day. Today is certainly an 

important day for 305 Police officers who graduate in 

Leadership and Management Course of various levels 

from Tactical to Strategic Level. But most importantly, 

today is an important day for the Mauritius Police 

Force as the force becomes more capable and 

equipped with presence of highly qualified police 

officers in its ranks.  

And this makes me proud as the Police 

Commissioner, to be present here amongst all of you, 

on such an important occasion, wherein we stand on 

the threshold of crossing such significant milestone, 

not only in professional careers of the 305 Police 

Officers but a milestone which improves the overall 

professional capability of the Mauritius Police Force. 
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When I look at all of you, I remember about myself, 

after having completed many such courses and how 

proud I felt, every time I completed an important 

educational milestone. I am sure all of you today must 

be very proud person. I am sure that your families 

who are present in our midst today are equally very 

proud of you.  

 

After all it is them you care about and they care 

about you. But we will fail in our duty if we forget to 

thank the most important institution, which has made 

it possible for you to be more capable. So I must 

express my sincere gratitude to the University of 

Mauritius , which has not only gone out of its way, 

time and again……and again …to contribute to 

capacity building of the Mauritius Police Force. We 

are proud of the University of Mauritius, as its 

students at some point or other in our lives.  
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The University deserves words of thanks from 

each one of us, for contributing, so overwhelmingly, 

to the progress of the nation, by remaining 

committed to the act of education. So ladies and 

gentlemen, please join me in giving a big round of 

applause to the senior dignitaries and the University 

of Mauritius. 

If there is one institution which has over the years 

nurtured and shaped the future of our country, it is 

the University of Mauritius. And you are the future. 

You are the future of not only Mauritius Police Force, 

but you are also the future of the society and country. 

Many people and institutions thrive purely in present 

and ignore the future. 

 I am happy to share with you that Mauritius 

Police Force not only remains fully committed to the 

present but is equally aware of it’s responsibilities in 

future. And, therefore, is always encouraging its 

officers to pursue various educational programmes.  
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It is often said that the only permanent thing in 

this world is CHANGE. The society evolves and 

changes, human beings change over time. And we are 

in a profession which involves continuous interaction 

with the society so we must change too with time. 

But the questions that often remains fully answered is 

- How should we change??? 

 Mauritius Police Force and all of us in uniform, as 

its members, have a phenomenal responsibility. What 

is that responsibility? When I ask this question- I get 

many answers….from maintaining law and order, 

internal security, external security to maintenance of 

peace etc, etc etc… But if I was to describe this 

responsibility of the Police Force with regard to 

society in one word - I would say NURTURE.  

Yes it is the responsibility of the Police Force to 

nurture the society, so that there is conducive 

environment for all law abiding citizens of the 

country to prosper and flourish, so that the country 

prospers and flourishes. 
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But how do we nurture the society??.  

We nurture the society by being its Guardians.  

We nurture the society by bringing all those, 

who have wandered on to a path, considered 

wrong by the law of the land, to the right path. 

We nurture the society by contributing together 

as a team, alongwith both subordinates and 

superiors, in whatever manner we can.  

Over and above all, we nurture the society by 

upholding the law of the land in the most ethical 

manner.  

Referring to ethics, 

Here we are reminded of what Micheal Davis 

wrote in 1991 in his excellent paper on Role and 

Power of Code of Ethics:  

NOT ALL PROFESSION ADOPT CODES OF ETHICS 

BUT ALL PROFESSION NEED CODE OF ETHICS. 
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He reminds us that the main difference between 

a profession and a group of individuals who just 

happen to do the same job are a shared purpose 

linked to a public mission and a collective 

commitment to pursuing that mission in ways that 

need high standards- both of service and of morals.  

This is as true of Police as it is of Engineers and 

Doctors 

So if we are required to nurture the society and 

play the role of its guardians we need to be better 

aware. No individual is same, no criminal is same. Just 

by detaining someone who has committed a crime, 

we are not going to fulfil the responsibility of its 

Guardian in the wholesome manner. Yes we must 

bring to book those who break the law, but at the 

same time, we must address the factors that force 

any individual to do so.  
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But every individual is different and every crime 

irrespective of how similar it looks, may not be so. 

And that is why its of utmost importance that we as 

Police Officers deal with such scenarios in the right 

manner. And that is why it is important that we 

educate ourselves in the fields of leadership and 

management, so that we can guide our teams in 

resolving any issue with larger customer satisfaction. 

This part of your education is only a beginning. This is 

to guide you on the path of better professional 

careers. So I must congratulate each one of you as 

you embark upon the journey of a better Police 

Officer in the years to come.  

 

And let me also remind you that this is not the 

end of learning, you must continue to learn and 

improve upon your skills as you gain more experience.  
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Today you also have an additional responsibility. 

Today onwards you also become teachers to the 

teams that are assigned to you in your roles as senior 

managers within the Police Force and I would expect 

you to take that responsibility very seriously.  

There’s a saying that I often quote: what lies 

behind us … and what lies before us … are tiny 

matters compared to what lies within us. So believe in 

your abilities to deliver what the country and society 

expects you to deliver. Because I believe in you and 

the Mauritius Police Force Believes in You. 

Once again, congratulations to all of you on 

completing such important course in your Police 

Career.… walk tall and be proud of your 

achievements. Well done to each and every one of 

you, God bless you all. 

Thank you for your attention. 

 


