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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Good Afternoon 

On behalf of the University of Mauritius, I wish to extend a warm welcome to all of you 
to this Graduation Ceremony.    This morning, we had the opportunity to witness the 
conferment of 199 graduands from the Faculty of Law and Management, Centre for 
Lifelong Learning and the UOM Trust. 
 
This afternoon, we shall close this April Graduation series where 189 students will 
graduate from the Faculty of Social Studies and Humanities, Faculty of Science, 
Mahatma Gandhi Institute and the SSR Medical College. You will witness the 
conferring of 10 PhDs,  76 Master’s degree,  2 Postgraduate Diplomas,  85 
Bachelor’s degree and  16 Diplomas  
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Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 

For this graduation ceremony we have 10 PhD awardees which make this University 

very proud.  It is indeed a great achievement to be awarded a PhD and to receive the 

title of “Dr.”. You make us proud. Congratulations to you. 

 

In view of improving further research at the University we have come forward with a 

Research policy to provide an overarching framework for undertaking research 

activities at UoM in support of its strategic plan 2015-2020.   

 

In view of boosting Research and raising the visibility and relevance of the 
knowledge created by university staff and students at the University, we have set up 
structures for a Doctoral School and a Knowledge Transfer Office which will be 
launched next week. The Doctoral School and the Knowledge Transfer Office aim at 
forging strong links with sectors such as industry, which can use this research to 
add value to products and to engage with the community at large. 
 
We therefore invite and encourage students to embark on postgraduate studies and 

especially  within the Doctoral School. 

Dear Graduands 
I am very pleased to congratulate each and every one of you on your remarkable 
achievement.  Today is a very special day in your lives and it is the culmination of all 
your hard work, patience and sacrifice.  
 
It has certainly not been an easy journey and I know that for some of you there have 
been times of stress, occasions that have put you out of your comfort zones and 
some extremely challenging experiences. Most of you have had to manage academic 
studies with a job and some of you have had to cope with the demand of family 
responsibilities.   However, you have overcome each of these challenges and you are 
now being rewarded by the recognition of your achievements. 

Your commitment and persistence is admirable! 
 
 
I hope that the time you have spent within the walls of the University of Mauritius 
will always be a special memory for each of you.  As you leave this auditorium today, 
to start the next stage of your journey, you take with you the knowledge, 
professional skills and maturity to make a major contribution to your chosen 
field, and to society.   
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You will surely recognise that, gaining qualifications and developing skills and 
attributes are not enough in today’s dynamic and increasingly challenging world.  
Your success will further depend on the attitude you develop to life and to work. 
 
Today, as you receive your qualifications, you will hold in your hands the key to your 
future professional success. This is YOUR Achievement but you should always 
remember the sacrifices others have made to ensure that you stand here today.  
 
To the Parents, present today 
I would like to express my deep appreciation to you for having contributed in so 
many ways, through your efforts and sacrifices, to the success and better future of 
your children.  And same to spouses and sponsors for having constantly supported 
the graduands. 
 
May I also express my sincere appreciation to the staff of the University of 
Mauritius, for assisting the students on their educational journey during those years, 
and for continuing to make this university a place of excellence and fine 
achievements. 
 
 
I would like to end by sharing a quote from Carlton Fisk with you, I quote,  
 

“It’s not what you achieve, it’s what you overcome. That’s what defines your 
career.” 

 
.”~ I unquote 
 
Thank you. 

 

Welcoming Guest Speaker 
Ladies and Gentlemen 

As is customary in our Graduation ceremonies, I now have the pleasure of 
welcoming in our midst; our Guest Speaker Mr. Simon Springett , United Nations 
Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative for the Republic of 
Mauritius and the Republic of Seychelles, for this afternoon Ceremony.  

Mr. Springett holds an MSc in Development Practice from Oxford Brookes 
University, Oxford, United Kingdom, an International Humanitarian Law Certificate 
from Harvard University, Boston, Massachusetts, USA, and a BA in Geology from the 
College of Wooster, Ohio, USA.  
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He has worked internationally on humanitarian aid and development programmes 
for the last 20 years with the United Nations, Red Cross, donor governments, and 
international NGOs.  Mr. Springett has worked in over 50 countries in Africa, Eastern 
Europe, South and East Asia, Central Asia, the Caucuses, and the Middle East. 
 
Mr. Springett has served as a Board Member and Trustee with numerous 
international organisations and is a member of the Inter-Agency Standing 
Committee Humanitarian Coordination Pool. 
 

I thank Mr. Simon Springett for having accepted to address and inspire the 
convocation today.   

 
Without further ado, I now invite Mr. Simon Springett, United Nations Resident 
Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative for the Republic of Mauritius 
and the Republic of Seychelles, to address the Assembly. 

 

Thank you.  

 
PROF DR (MRS) R MOHEE, CSK  
VICE-CHANCELLOR 
 
18 April 2016 


