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UNIVERSITY of MAURITIUS 
Vice	Chancellor’s	Speech	

	
Chancellor’s	Speech	

Opening	Ceremony	of	Confucius	Institute	at	the	University	of	Mauritius	
Wednesday	14	December	2016	@	10.00	am	

 
 

His Excellency, Mr Paramasivum Pillay Vyapoory, Acting President of the 
Republic of Mauritius 
 
Excellency Mr Li LI, Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China 
 
Mr WU Fengmin, Chairman of the Zhejiang Sci-Tech University China 
 
Professor (Mrs) Romeela MOHEE, Vice-Chancellor, University of Mauritius 
 
Members of the Diplomatic Corps 
 
Members of the Delegation from China 
 
Distinguished Guests 
 
Staff and Students of the University of Mauritius 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
 
A Very Good Morning to all of you. Welcome to the University of Mauritius. 

 

Let me express a SPECIAL welcome to our Chinese Guests, Members of the 

Delegation from the Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, who have travelled all the way 

from China to be with us today!   
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Huānyíng 

 

It is indeed a great pleasure and an honour for me to welcome you to the 

University of Mauritius on this very special occasion.  

 

Yes, it is a special day for us, as we launch ourselves, yet again, on new paths. 

 

It is in this very Auditorium, on the 20th of April 2015, upon my Installation as 

Chancellor of the University of Mauritius, I had taken a commitment that Culture 

and Promotion of Culture will be considered at par with all of our other major 

orientations. 

 

Today’s function bears testimony to the fact that we mean what we say and we 

take concrete steps to accomplish our vision. 

 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, the ancestral ties that Mauritius 
shares with China needs no introduction. Official diplomatic relations between the 
two countries were established shortly after our country gained independence. The 
cultural, economic and social relationship between our two countries has evolved 
throughout the decades to form a strong bond. The establishment of a Confucius 
Institute on the campus of the University of Mauritius adds yet another binding 
link in the relationship between China and Mauritius. I strongly believe that this 
Confucius Institute will lay the foundation for a more in-depth intercultural 
communication and cooperation. We all know that the philosophy propagated by 
Confucius represents the best of Chinese Culture. 

 

Thanks to our multi-cultural heritage, Mauritius has always been open to new ideas 

and cultures from all over the world. The essence of the Chinese culture is already 
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well ingrained in our society. The setting up of the Confucius Institute in Maurtius 

will further reinforce this culture and will provide access to learning of Chinese 

Language and Chinese Culture to a larger section of the Mauritian population in a 

more structure way.  

 

Business relationship between Mauritius and China has flourished over the past 

decade, with many Mauritians making several trips annually to China and the same 

is true for Chinese businessmen coming to Mauritius. I am sure that the business 

community, especially those in SMEs, will grasp this opportunity to learn Chinese 

so as to better communicate with their counterparts in China.  

 

But what I wish for, most of all, is for our people, especially our youth, to learn 

more about the Confucian Philosophy and Confucian Values and to own them, 

especially values of mutual respect and self-understanding.  

 

Confucian teachings stress on the notion of life as a continuous process of learning 

and self-improvement. It stresses on the importance of education for the 

achievement of personal and social order. So what better place than a University 

for the Confucius Institute to elect its seat. 

 

I will not enter here into a lecture of all the teachings of Confucius, for I do not 

wish to take too much of your time. I leave this to you to go and “google” to learn 

more.  

 

With this, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, I invite you to enjoy a 

glimpse of China, brought to you by Students of the Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, 

all over from China! 
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Thank you for your attention! 

 

Dr Louis Jean Claude AUTREY, CSK 

CHANCELLOR 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


