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UNIVERSITY OF MAURITIUS 
 

 

 
COVID-19 - COMMUNIQUÉ No. 2 

 

 

To: Staff and Students 

 

The University of Mauritius is closely monitoring developments with respect to the corona virus 

global pandemic and decisions taken by the Government to align our own decisions. The 

University Senior Management is holding regular meetings to ensure core business continuity, 

namely in terms of students’ learning and assessment, international students’ matters, new 

intake for academic year 2020/2021, matters relating to security, facilities, information 

technology, safety and health, communication and other critical matters arising on an ad hoc 

basis.  

 

As indicated in our first communiqué, UoM has taken necessary steps to ensure that students 

can complete their academic year with as minimum disruption as possible and also to ensure 

continuity of other basic services for the sustainability of the institution during the lockdown 

period.  

 

In the light of the decision taken by Government to extend the curfew period until Wednesday 

15 April 2020, the University Management wishes to communicate the following: 

 

1. Delivery of Lectures, Continuous Assessments and Supervision of Final Year 

Projects/Dissertations: 

Management is ensuring that delivery of lectures for the remaining weeks for this present 

semester, continuous assessments and supervision of students’ final year dissertation are 

conducted online. Deans of Faculty are ensuring that the online 

delivery/assessment/supervision is proceeding smoothly for all programmes. Key CITS staff 

are providing back up support to ensure internet and IT facilities. 

 

Online classes were conducted via Google Classroom. 

 

 

2. Examinations and Examination-related deadlines and Start of Academic Year 

2020/2021: 

In the first communiqué, we had informed about the postponement of the May 2020 

Examinations.  In view of the new situation and depending on the evolution of COVID-19 in 

the country, the University Management is envisaging the following two scenarios for the 

holding of examinations. Academic staff members, all concerned Administrative staff members 

and Students are requested to take note of proposed changes to the Calendar of Activities 

due to COVID-19 and Lockdown: 
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Scenarios                                 Activity        Proposed Dates 

I (Based 
on Current 
Prevailing 
Conditions 
(Curfew 
Order and 
Lockdown) 

Revised Submission Deadline of Final Year 
Examination Papers to be sent to External 
Examiners 

Friday 1 May 2020 

Finalisation of Final Year Examination Papers Monday 18 May 2020 

Examination Period  (Starting and Ending) Mon 1 June – Sat 27 June 2020 

Board of Examiners Tue 30 June – Fri 31 July 2020 

Approval of Examination Results by 
ERC/Senate 

Wed 15 July – Wed 12 Aug 2020 

Induction Week (New Intake) Mon 14 Sept – Fri 18 Sept 2020 

Start of New Academic Year Monday 21 September 2020 

   

II (Worse 
Case – 
Further 
Extension 
of Curfew 
Order and 
Lockdown) 

Revised Submission Deadline of Final Year 
Examination Papers to be sent to External 
Examiners 

Wednesday 20 May 2020 

Finalisation of Final Year Examination Papers Friday 12 June 2020 

Examination Period (Starting and Ending) Mon 29 June – Sat 25 July 2020 

Board of Examiners Tue 28 July – Fri 28 Aug 2020 

Approval of Examination Results by 
ERC/Senate 

Wed 12 Aug – Fri 11 Sept 2020 

Induction Week (New Intake) Mon 12 – Fri 16 October 2020 

Start of New Academic Year Monday 19 October 2020 

 

 

3. Students’ Concerns: Students having any specific concerns relating to their studies are 

requested to contact their lecturers/their project supervisor/coordinator and/or their 

programme co-ordinator directly. The Registrar of the University is also available for 

assistance where required.  

 

4. International Students: The University is keeping in touch with all its international students 

to ensure their safety and needs. International students are again reminded that they may 

contact the Registrar (registrar@uom.ac.mu) in case of need.   

 
5. Marketing of Programmes: UoM is pursuing the marketing of its programmes as well as 

programmes to be offered in collaboration with overseas partner Universities through social 

media, the UoM website and through recruitment agents.  Conditional offers will be made 

subject to the selected students meeting the entry and programme requirements before the 

start of the Academic Year 2020/2021. 

 

6. Admission of New Students for Academic Year 2020/2021: Processing of applications for 

the Academic Year 2020/2021 Intake will start as from next week and letters of offer of seat to 

selected applicants will be issued soon thereafter.  

 

7. Security and Safety Equipment: UoM is continuing to provide protective masks to all staff 

members who are required to attend work during the curfew period. Protective masks are also 

available at Security Office for other staff members who may be required to attend duty on an 

ad hoc basis.  

 

Hand sanitizers have already been provided at all Faculties, Centres and Sections.  
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8. Work Access Permit: To date, we have granted Work Access Pass to 66 staff consisting of:  

 

 Senior Management  

 Essential Services (CITS Staff, Key Payroll, Security, Farm & MRT) 

 FoS Lab for NMR Helium Refill 
 
Staff under Essential Services have already been provided with individual passes. For other 
staff who will need to access UoM premises, the pass will be provided to them by the Chief of 
Facilities and Services, depending upon the need/emergency and only after approval by the 
Vice-Chancellor. 
 
NB: Ad hoc requests, unless of a serious and critical nature, will not considered. 

 

9. Security Coverage on UoM Campuses: Arrangements have been made to ensure 24/7 

security coverage with a reduced roster as applied during end of year closure.  

 

10. Opening of e-Library to the Public: The e-Library was opened to the public free of charge 

on 27 March 2020. The public has met this decision with enthusiasm. As at 30 March 2020, 

1304 external users have accessed the e-Library. 

 

11. Use of UoM LED Screen: UoM has agreed to a request from the Prime Minister’s Office for 

use of the UoM LED Screen to display COVID-19 related messages.  

 

12. Assistance to Government:  
 

 Biosafety Cabinets: UoM has loaned two newly acquired Biosafety Cabinets (Class II) 
Biobase to the Central Health Laboratory (CHL), Victoria Hospital upon request, to upscale 
its testing capacity for Covid-19. These two Biosafety Cabinets will allow CHL to double 
the rate of RNA extraction so that the tests can be conducted faster. 

 

 Real Time PCR ABI 7300: UoM has proposed to put this R-PCR, available at the Faculty 

of Agriculture, for use at the Central Health Laboratory at Victoria Hospital. A reply is 

awaited. 

 

 

END NOTE 
 
On behalf of the University, I wish to express my thanks to all staff members, both academic 
and non-academic, who are devoting themselves to ensure the continuity of our core services 
during the lockdown period. In particular, I wish to place on record our appreciation of the hard 
work and dedication of staff of the CITS, the Finance Section and the Services Section during 
these challenging times. Last but not least, I thank all staff for the teamwork, team spirit and 
support as we ensure that the UoM remains sustainable. 
 
Stay safe and keep well.     
 
PROFESSOR D JHURRY, CSK, GOSK 
VICE-CHANCELLOR 
 

 
01 April 2020 
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